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was sent by the Dutch general, to communicate this plan to
lloche.1

Little more than a month later, all such schemes were crushed
by the great battle of Camperdown. On October 83 the Dutch
fleet sailed out with a favourable wind, and on the llth,
it encountered Duncan, nine leagues from Scheveningen. In
ships, the fleets were about equal, but the English were superior
in the number of men, and in the weight of metal. The battle
was a very obstinate one. It was afterwards noticed, that
whereas in most battles with the French and Spaniards, the
English masts and riggings were shattered and torn, in this
action, nearly every shot from the enemies' guns struck the
opposing hulls, and the great and almost equal bloodshed on
each side a showed how stubbornly the day was fought. It
ended, however, in a complete English victory. The sailors,
who had so lately been in open mutiny, fought with all the
valour of their forefathers. The flagship of Duncan and the
flagship of Do Winter, which were equal in size, lay for three
hours alongside of each other, within the distance of a pistol shot,
and when at last the Dutch admiral struck his flag, he is said to
have berii the only man on board nn wounded. Nine Dutch ships
of the line, and two Dutch frigates, were captured. The shat-
tered remnant of the fleet took refuge in the Texel, and another
of the great dangers that had menaced England passed away.3

A new and not less serious stroke had just fallen on the
United Irishmen and on their cause. Two Frenchmen, who had
seemed destined to play foremost parts in Eevolutionary France,
had thrown themselves heartily into the scheme for the invasion
of Ireland, One of them was Carnot, who had fallen in the

1 Tone's Xfcmmrt. On Aug. 30,     and finally, that all intelligence from
Catutiun wrote that Cooke bad heard     France had come through London and
from * a clever man, high in confidence     by parole. 'All months,' he added,
among many of the leaders of the     'are at work whispering the intelli-
Umtt'd Irishmen, that a French inva-     gence from France, and thereby spread-
fcitm wan rk'iini tdy determined on; that     ing it through the country.' ' Peace-
it was to take place in the first line     able conduct is the order of the day.'
weather after the storms of the autumn     (Camden to Portland, Aug. 30, 1797.)
cq ui nox; that Tandy ,Tone, and Le wins     For the sources of this information,
were tho principal agents, but that     see p. 400.

there were other subordinate ones em-         2 The Dutch lost more than 1,100,

ployed in carrying intelligence; that     the English more than 1,000.
Tandy was to have a military com-         3 See James's Naval History; Stan-

mand, and Tone to be secretary to     hope's Life of Pitt, iii. 69-71.
the commander of the land forces;